
Mr. Weathers’ Syllabus for Film as Literature 

It takes a village to raise a child. – African Proverb 

Because the typical ratio of villagers (teachers) to children (students) at Westmoor is approximately 6 to 
204, and because each teacher (villager) is responsible for approximately 170 students (children), as an 
alternative, students are expected to mature towards their becoming a villager, and will practice each day 
by teaching other students and the teacher. They are also expected to prove their own growth in 
education, and will practice each day via reading, thinking and writing, etc. Additionally, they are 
expected to engage with their surrogate Communities and Families within the classroom. 

It is Mr. Weathers’ goal in teaching Literature and Film to be a model villager for the students who will, 
via weekly practice, become the villagers who collectively ‘raise’ a figurative child who demonstrates 
growth in skills and conceptual understanding. Mr. Weathers will assess their efforts and work by 
determining how well the ‘child’ is nourished and educated. In other words, Mr. Weathers will teach and 
the students will practice and teach back to Mr. Weathers. 

Attendance and Participation: Both the teacher and the students are expected to attend class regularly 
and participate in creating the optimum environment for improving everyone’s Education. The teacher 
will be a student, and all the students will be teachers. We will all work in various communities to help 
each other to the best of our abilities through respect and openness to each other’s differences and points 
of view, etc. Each student (villager) is responsible for keeping their Family and Community up to date 
and successful in case of absences, etc.       

Three-As-One (TAO): Individual students will be part of both one Family (3-4 people) and one 
Community  (8-12 people), which will be determined by the luck of the draw. That is, each student, on 
the first day of school, will draw a number (#) out of a bucket that will automatically determine the family 
and community with whom they belong. For example, 1, 2 and 3 comprise Family A, but person 1 
belongs with Community A (analogies), person 2 belongs with Community S (Similes) and person 3 
belongs with Community M (metaphors). Persons 4, 5 and 6, likewise, are a family and each belongs to 
one of the three communities, respectively. The same goes for persons 7 through 34, depending on the 
size of the class. The classes are designed this way with the purpose of creating surrogate families and 
communities to replace the ones that are not present in your daily education. 

Each member of a Family is responsible for the others with all members working together to make sure 
everyone in their Family is successful with assignments and the overall class. Likewise, Communities 
work together teaching and re-teaching one another not only what is learned in class but what is relevant 
from other classes and life; however, the majority of class and home work is Individual work. 

Keep in mind that Mr. Weathers reserves the right to remove non-participating students, as needed, from 
Families and Communities! 

The following breakdown of grades is estimated (any changes will be toward your benefit): 
Individual Attendance and Participation: 10% of Total Grade 

Individual Work: 60% of Total Grade 
Family Work: 20% of Total Grade 

Community Work: 10% of Total Grade 
 



Mr. Weathers’ Syllabus for Film as Literature 

Primary Types of Class/Home Work: 

 Daily Journals: Academic, meaningful writing based upon a prompt, usually a quote or poem, 
and the texts or films or class lessons. Daily writings are the backbone of the class! 

 nOATs: A note-taking system based upon Observations, Associations and Theories 
 Family Paragraphs: One per week. Families collaborate to create their best paragraph related to 

lessons from texts, films or class discussions, etc. 

 Community Sentences: One per week. Communities collaborate to create their best sentence 
related to lessons from texts, films or class discussions, etc. 

 Individual, Family and/or Community Sounding Quizzes: Periodic writings or oral 
presentations that demonstrate/prove one’s ability to read/interpret (book or film, etc.) and 
write/speak effectively. Soundings are a probe, test, or sampling of opinion or intention. In this 
case, they are means to determine what students have learned. They are based on two parts, a 
summary of the selected text/film and an analysis/theory of the deepest perceivable meaning 
supported with Substantial, Observable Details (SOD) from the selected text/reading. The 
acronym SOD stands for sod, a grass covered surface of the ground and also one’s native land. In 
other words, your writings must provide solid evidence for your ideas to stand upon.  

 Presentations: Students prepare materials to be shared orally in front of the class. Sometimes 
presentations may be competitive. 

 Projects: Various assignments that provide alternative and creative ways for students to share 
their growth, skills, interests and talents. 

 Essays: All students will demonstrate their improved abilities to communicate relevant and 
meaningful ideas through writings of length. In this class, essays are organic, personal writings 
that individual students develop through a process of writing, editing and rewriting, with input 
and feedback from Mr. Weathers and Families and Communities. While form is important, 
formulaic and plagiarized essays are not allowed. Instead, through the writing process, students 
will improve their skills by developing Fluency, Form and Craftsmanship (see the 4X4 ART-
CHART Handout): 

o Fluency: the clear, well-ordered and meaningful flow of ideas in writing. 
o Form: the shape those ideas take, determined by logic and the ideas themselves rather 

than a predetermined order of sentences (formulaic writing) 
o Craftsmanship: the passion of improving writing through pre-writings, deep editing, 

rewriting and regular practice of sentence structures and patterns, etc. 
 

CONTEXT IS EVERYTHING!!! What does this mean? Everything helps define everything! 

CONTOURING is everything in writing and reading; it is a reciprocal and generative process! 

CONCEPTS and CONCRETE DETAILS are the CONTENTS of CONTOURING! 

CONCINNITY is the CRAFTSMANSHIP of CONTOURING… 

 

WE WILL always READ and WRITE, and ANALYZE and REFLECT upon both PROCESSES!!!  


